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Eschatology 
 

I. Intro 
a. <PPT> Defined: Study of the last things such as death, the second coming 

of Christ, resurrection, judgment, heaven and hell. 
 

II. <PPT>Death 
a. (Talking about physical death here.) 

 
b. Defined 

i. Physical death is the separation between body and spirit. 
 

ii. Ecclesiastes 12:7: “And the dust returns to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit returns to God who gave it.” 
 

iii. Life and death, then, are not to be thought of as existence and 
nonexistence, but as two different states of existence.  
 

c. <PPT>Defeated by Christ 
i. “[Christ] too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 

destroy him who holds the power of death–that is, the devil– and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 
death.” (Hebrews 2:14-15) 
 

ii. Really, the central message of the Bible (e.g.—Christ’s death and 
resurrection) is about the defeat of death! 
 
(cf. Christus Victor: Christ makes right what Adam messed up) 
 

iii. Therefore, if at any point anyone believes in Him, “He has crossed 
over from death to life” (John 5:24) 
 

iv. Thus, for the non-Christian death is simply a curse; there is no 
good in it. 
 
But for the Christian death is a conquered enemy. 
 
<PPT>Paul had such an astute understanding of this that he could 
write, “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, 
but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will 
be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to 
live is Christ and to die is gain….I am torn between the two: I 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far;” 
(Philippians 1:20-23) 
 



III. <PPT>Intermediate State 
a. That is, what happens right when you die? 

 
b. We’ve already established that your body and spirit separate—and we 

know there is a bodily resurrection (as Jesus was bodily raised from the 
dead), but, in between, where does your spirit go or what does it do? 
 

c. <PPT>Soul Sleep 
i. A state of unconsciousness. 

 
ii. Appeal to Scriptures which link death with sleep: “And when he 

had said this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7:60) (Stephen’s death) 
  

iii. But what about the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 
16:19-31) in which each party of very much conscious? 
 
 

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 
every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and 
longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his 
sores.  
 
    22“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. 
The rich man also died and was buried. 23In hell,[c] where he was in torment, he looked 
up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he called to him, ‘Father 
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’  
 
    25“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 
things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in 
agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to 
us.’  
 
    27“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for I 
have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of 
torment.’  
 
    29“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’  
 
    30“ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they 
will repent.’  
 
31“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 



iv. Or Stephen who said in Acts 7:59, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” 
 

v. Further, is sleep referring to death to be taken literally? 
 

d. <PPT>Purgatory 
i. Must be understood within RCC framework: Upon death, the 

eternal status of one’s soul is determined. 
 
Those who have died in a state of wickedness go directly to hell.  
Those who are in a perfect state of grace, who are completely, 
purified at the time of death, go directly to heaven.   
 
Those who, although in a state of grace, are not spiritually perfect 
go to purgatory.  In purgatory, they pay for their venial  
 
(“Venial sins are slight sins. They do not break our friendship with 
God, although they injure it. They involve disobedience of the law 
of God in slight (venial) matters. If we gossip and destroy a 
person's reputation it would be a mortal sin. However, normally 
gossip is about trivial matters and only venially sinful.”) 
 
not mortal sins. 
 
(“A serious, grave or mortal sin is the knowing and willful 
violation of God's law in a serious matter, for example, idolatry, 
adultery, murder, slander.”). 
 
http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/mortal_versus_venial.htm 
 

ii. The main challenge here is that it seems to become a salvation of 
works. 
 

e. <PPT>Believers to heaven; unbelievers to hell 
i. Remember the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-

31); Lazarus to paradise; the rich man to torment. 
 

ii. Paul talks about being “away from the body and at home with the 
Lord” (2Corinthians 5:6). 
 

IV. <PPT>Second Coming of Christ 
a. Definite event 

i. Jesus often referred to his own return: “At that time men will see 
the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory” 
(Mark 13:26) 
 



ii. Remember the angels at Jesus’ ascension?  “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:11) 
 

iii. <PPT>Paul writes about it, “For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.” (1Thessalonians 
4:16-17) 
 

iv. (In light of these texts, how would you respond to someone who 
said that Jesus’ second coming would not be physical?  That is, 
that Jesus already came back at Pentecost? Physical/bodily reality 
of Jesus in Acts 1; 1Thes. Written after Pentecost) 
 
 

b. <PPT>Indefinite time 
i. Jesus says, “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Mark 13:32)  
 

ii. This leads us to a variety of views of when Jesus will return … 
 

 
iii. <PPT>Millennial Views (Rev. 20:1-8) 

1. Will there be a millennium, an earthly reign of Jesus Christ; 
and if so, will the second coming take place before or after 
that period? 
 

 
Revelation 20:1-8 
 
The Thousand Years 
 <PPT>And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and 
holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 
devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and 
locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.  
 
  <PPT>  I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to 
judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony 
for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image 
and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 



thousand years were ended.)  
 
<PPT>This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first 
resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God 
and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.  
 
When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out 
to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth– 
 

2. <PPT>Premillennial View 
a. Christ will return before His thousand-year reign.  

Then He will kill the antichrist and the devil and his 
forces will be removed from the earth.   
 
There will be one thousand years of peace on earth.   
 
At the end of this period Satan will be released and 
the final conflict (the battle of Armaggedon) will 
take place. 
 
Satan will finally be defeated, cast into the lake of 
fire forever, never again to plague God’s creation. 
 

b. It is pessimistic in its stance in that things will get 
worse and worse (“tribulation”) and then—POW!—
Jesus will return via a cataclysmic event. 
 

c. Another interesting note is that premillenialists 
believe that Israel will have an important role in the 
millennium with many Jews coming to faith. 
 

d. This was the dominant view during the first three 
centuries of the early church, and made a 
resurgence in the middle of the 19th century. 
 

3. <PPT>Postmillennial View 
a. Contrary to the pessimistic view of the 

premillienialists (where things keep getting worse), 
postmillennialists believe that the Gospel will 
gradually conquer the world (establishing Christ’s 
reign in the hearts of men), ushering in Christ’s 
second coming. 
 
There will be no cataclysmic event inaugurating 
Christ’s second coming. 
 



b. The thousand years in postmillennialism is a time of 
great prosperity in the spread of the Gospel. 
 

c. This view was popular in the Middle Ages.  Think 
about the context and perhaps you can see why: 
Christianity had grown from a little illegal cult to 
being not only recognized by its archenemy: the 
Roman government, but nearly the official religion.  
(remember the conversion of Constantine in 312 
AD) 
 
It was assumed that Christ would return by 1000 
AD.  (Things were going good!) 
 
After 1000 AD, they saw the thousand-year reign as 
an expression for the whole of church history. 
 
Grew in the 18th century but was setback by the 
world wars of the 20th century. 
 

d. In general, postmillennialism is popular when 
things are going well for the church. 
 

4. <PPT>Amillennial View 
a. View thousand-year reign of Christ as symbolic; 

there will not be a thousand-year earthly reign of 
Christ. 
 

b. The kingdom of God is now present as Christ rules 
His church; the Millennium is being experienced by 
the church right now. 
 

c. Similar to postmillennial in the symbolic thousand-
year reign of Christ. 
 
In fact, “It is likely that postmillennialism and 
amillennialism simply were not differentiated for 
much of the first nineteen centuries of the church.” 
(Erickson 1213) 
 

iv. <PPT>Tribulation Views 
1. Remember the Premillenial view’s thought that things will 

get worse and worse (what we termed the “tribulation”)? 
 

2. Premillenial folks also have differing views on when the 
church will be taken to heaven. (“rapture”) 



 
(cf. Left Behind series) 
 

3. <PPT>Based on 1Thessalonians 4:15-17: “[W]e who are 
still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the 
Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air.” 
 

4. <PPT>Pretribulation View 
a. Christ will return to deliver the church before God’s 

judgment. 
 

b. Christ won’t come all the way to the earth—
believers will be caught up to meet the Lord who 
will take them to heaven. 
 

5. <PPT>Posttribulation View 
a. Christ will return after the Tribulation. 

 
b. God will preserve the church through the 

Tribulation. 
 

6. <PPT>Midtribulation View 
a. Christ will return to remove His church in the 

middle of the Tribulation—before the worst begins 
when God’s full wrath is poured out. 
 

b. (Because the Tribulation is viewed to be seven 
years long, Midtribulation occurs at 3.5 years) 
 

V. <PPT>Resurrection and Judgment 
a. The second coming of Christ results in at least two big things: resurrection 

and judgment. 
 

b. <PPT>Resurrection 
i. <PPT>Bodily  

1. Just as Jesus was bodily raised from the dead, so we will be 
bodily raised from the dead. 
 

2. Romans 8:11, “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 



dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit which dwells in you.” 
 

ii. <PPT>Believers and Unbelievers 
1. Acts 24:14, “There will be a resurrection of both the just 

and the unjust” 
 

2. (There are differing opinions on whether believers and 
unbelievers will be raised at the same or different times.) 
 

c. <PPT>Judgment 
i.  “Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” 

(Hebrews 9:27) 
 

ii. Basis is one’s relationship to Jesus: “I tell you, whoever 
acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also 
acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns 
me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.” (Luke 
12:8-9) 
 

iii. <PPT>Some would go further and speak of two judgments: one 
for believers and one for non-believers. 

1. Believers will undergo a judgment to hear Christ’s 
assessment of their works: “For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what 
is due him for the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad.” (2Corinthians 5:10) 
 
On this basis, they will gain or lose reward in heaven, “his 
work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will 
bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire 
will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has 
built survives, he will receive his reward.” (1Corinthians 
3:13-14) 
 

2.  <PPT>Unbelievers will stand before God to be shown that 
their names are not in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Revelation 
20:11-15) 
 

iv. Regardless, after judgment, people go to their finals states of 
heaven or hell. 
 

VI. Heaven and hell 
a. <PPT>Hell 

i. Jesus described hell as a place of, “darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:12) or, “the eternal fire 



prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41).   
 

ii. John the Baptist called it an, “unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:12) 
 

iii. Symbolic?   Realities are worse than symbols. 
 

iv. <PPT>Against these horrors, we must remember that, “He is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance” (2Peter 3:9) 
 

b. <PPT>Heaven 
i. Dwelling place of God, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live 
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God.’” (Rev. 3:21) 
 

ii. Sometimes we focus too much on the good things of heaven, we 
forget why they are good—God! 
 
”If God weren’t in heaven, would you still want to go?” 
 

iii. In heaven we will rest, worship, and serve the true and living God 
(Heb. 4:9-11; Rev. 19:1-4; Matt. 25:20-21; Rev. 22:3) 
 

iv. <PPT>But these start now: “Those heavenly benefits have already 
begun.  We rest now, knowing that our eternal destiny is safe in 
Christ, protected by His incomparable power.  We also worship 
now, both when we gather to corporately praise God, and in our 
hearts with our attitude of adoration.  And we serve now, striving 
to do everything for His glory.  Our official home is heaven even 
now because our citizenship is already registered there (Phil. 3:20).  
We are just awaiting the final transfer.” (5Minute Theologian, p. 
324) 


