
Mar. 16, 2003 
More Ready Than You Realize 
Chs. 10-11 
 

I. Intro 
a. Housekeeping 

i. Who needs more colored sheets? 
ii. Have you all paid $10 to the offering box? 

iii. No class next week.  YG meet at 8:30 am for Youth Sunday run-
thru 

 
II. Review 

a. Translation Theory 
i. <draw chart> 

ii. Formal Equivalence (word-for-word/literal) – Most conservative -- 
NASB 

iii. Dynamic Equivalence (thought-for-thought) – What is the author 
saying and how would it be said today?  -- NIV 

iv. Paraphrase – Most liberal -- NLT 
v.  What is a pro/con of each one? 

b. Context 
i. Big idea is that, “Context is king!” <tell your neighbor> 

ii. What contexts? 
1. Textual – Psalm 14:1 
2. Geographical – Good Samaritan 
3. Economic – Denarii 
4. Cultural – Samaritan woman at well 

c. Be humble! 
i. We all struggle with how to understand the Bible! 

ii. It isn’t easy to understand! 
 

III. Chs. 10-11 
a. <Start with the specific discussion questions via small groups> 
b. What is one advantage of reading the Bible in community? 

i. Ask questions the community might not have considered. 
ii. Checks and balances: keep the community humble (“we don’t 

know everything”) and growing (by forcing them to consider new 
ideas). 

iii. <ill. Teaching children who ask weird questions.> 
iv. Bottom line: there are distinct advantages to reading the Bible (and 

other books) in community; that is one reason we are in small 
groups today—to learn from one another and not just me. 
 

c. In this chapter, George asks a provocative question.  How would you 
respond?  What do you think of McLaren’s response? 



d. If you are a Christian, what was the role of others (ie, a community) in 
your conversion?  For example, did you join a fellowship and then become 
a Christian?  Did you have some Christian friends who were instrumental 
in your conversion?  Tell me a story! 
 

e. McLaren’s main point for this chapter is, “Sometimes belonging must 
precede believing.” (84) 

i. How does he argue for this? 
ii. What do you think about this?  Why? 

iii. Are there any parts of the Christian community that you would 
permit a not-yet-Christian to participate in?  Why? 

iv. Bottom line: evangelism includes inviting people to be a part of 
our Christian community.  Befriending newcomers is a  very 
important part of evangelism. 
 

f. On page 89 McLaren writes, “I think a lot of us would become a lot better 
Christians if we spent less time at church.”  What does he mean?  How do 
you fare on this? 

i. If you aren’t faring so well, what talents do you have that you 
could use to connect to non-Christians? (cf. “More Than the T-
Shirt You Wear” article) 
 

ii. Emphasize balance between church life and non-church life.  Why 
need that balance?  That is, what would happen if we emphasized 
one more than the other? 


