
January 18, 2004 
Becoming a World Christian 
Why Missions? 
 

I. Intro 
a. Brian 

 
b. Justin 

 
II. <PPTs> Overview 

a. What is a “world Christian”? 
b. Why missions? 
c. Why study world religions? 

 
III. <PPT> What is a “world Christian”? 

a. David Bryant writes that a “world Christian” is, “what all of us are meant 
to be and what some of us have started to become.”   
 
He continues, “A World Christian isn’t better than other Christians.  But 
by God’s grace, he has made a discovery so important that life can never 
be the same again.” 
 
What is that discovery?   
 
He tells us as he finally defines a world Christian: “World Christians are 
day-to-day disciples for whom Christ’s global cause has become the 
integrating, overriding priority for all that life is for them.  Like disciples 
should, they actively investigate all that their Master’s Great Commission 
means.  Then they act on what they learn.”1 
 

b. World Christians have a caught a vision: they see the world as God sees it 
and desire for the Gospel to spread to the ends of the earth. 
 
World Christians keep this vision and let it pervade all of their heart and 
thinking. 
 
World Christians obey this vision and live a strategic life which aims to 
see the Gospel spread to the ends of the earth. 
 

c. For example, perhaps most obvious, a world Christian could be a cross-
cultural foreign missionary who leaves his home culture to bring the 
Gospel to those in another culture. 
 
But since every Christian is called to a world Christian, a world Christian 
could also be a businessman who supports the missionary through 
sacrificial acts of support through prayer, money, and time.   
 

                                                
1 http://www.thetravelingteam.org/2000/world/1_print.txt 



Therefore, this businessman doesn’t get caught up in the “American 
Dream” of living as long as he can and as comfortably as he can, but his 
focus is using the resources God has given him for world evangelization. 
 

d. Define “world Christian” yourself. 
 
<PPT> Here’s my working definition: A world Christian is one for whom 
the Great Commission pervades all of his thoughts and actions.   
 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Jesus in Matt. 
28:18-20) 
 

e. On a scale of 1-10 with 10 being the greatest, how much does your life 
reflect world Christianity? 
 

f. <After> If you didn’t fare so well in your life’s reflection of world 
Christianity, don’t worry!   
 
This class is meant to get your heart beating for world missions as well as 
equipping you to do world missions in one specific area. 
 

IV. <PPTs> Why missions? 
a. Three reasons 

i. Biblical Mandate for Missions 
ii. Need for Missions 

iii. God is working (save for future date  Apr. 18) 
 

b. <PPT> Biblical Mandate 
i. It has been said that the entire Bible—all 66 books—has the 

singular theme of missions.   
 
Missions is not man’s idea, but in fact God’s.2 
 

ii. I’d like to trace, then, the theme of missions throughout 
Scripture—to get the “Big Picture” if you will. 
 
And to do this, I’d like for some of you to read outloud some of the 
verses that will appear on the screen. 
 

iii. <PPT> Genesis 1:28: And God blessed them. And God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth …” 
 
The entire earth was to be filled with worshipers of the true and 
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living God. 
 
But in Gen. 3 sin creeps in and by Genesis 8 the world is a pretty 
wicked place.  Therefore, God floods the world and starts over 
with Noah.  
 
Listen to what God says to Noah just after he steps off the ark … 
 

iv. <PPT> Genesis 9:1: God blessed Noah and his sons and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 
 
God is intent on having the earth full of his worshippers.  Does 
God get the earth filled? 
 

v. <PPT> Genesis 11:1-4: 1Now the whole earth had one language 
and the same words. 2 And as people migrated from the east, they 
found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there….4 Then they 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top 
in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be 
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 
 
But if you know the story, God scatters them over all the earth 
speaking different languages. 
 
The question then becomes: How is God going to reach all of these 
people—scattered all over the earth and speaking different 
languages? 
 

vi. <PPT> Genesis 12:1-3: 1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from 
your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land 
that I will show you…. I will bless you….and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
 
Through Abraham, God establishes a nation that will bless all 
peoples.  (This promise is renewed to Abraham’s son, Isaac (Gen. 
26:4), and Isaac’s son, Jacob (Gen. 28:14).) 
 
“God’s blessing of a particular man (Abram) resulting in a 
particular nation (Israel) is ultimately designed to bring blessing to 
all people and all nations.”3 
 
Therefore, the rest of the OT is filled with God exalting his name 
among the nations. 
 

vii. <PPT> Joshua 2:9-10: Rahab displays how God’s name was 
exalted in the Exodus: “I know that the Lord has given you the 
land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us …. we have heard 
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how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when 
you came out of Egypt” 
 

viii. <PPT> Psalm 67 reminded Israel that they were blessed to be a 
blessing to others:  
 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 
and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 
2 that your way may be known on earth, 
your saving power among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you! 
 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 
<PPT> 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you! 
 
6 The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God, shall bless us. 
7 God shall bless us; 
let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
 

ix. <PPT> Consider Jonah 
1. God sent him to preach repentance to Ninevah—a foreign 

city. 
 

2. Jonah doesn’t want to go because God might actually have 
mercy on them! 
 

3. But Jonah is chastised for this! 
 

4. God is intent on his name and mercy being exalted among 
the nations! 
 

5. Indeed, a prominent theme in the prophets is that all the 
nations will know the Israel’s God is the true and living 
God. 
 

x. <PPT> Consider Christ 
1. Christ, the seed of Abraham—the fulfillment of the 

Abrahamic covenant of Gen 12—maintains the missional 
pattern of the OT. 
 

2. We see Christ reaching out to a Samaritan woman or 
healing various Gentiles.  
 



3. <PPT> The Great Commission recording in Matthew 28 is 
the equivalent of the call to Abraham in Genesis 12. 
 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” (Matt. 28:18-20) 
 

xi. <PPT> Consider the Church 
1. Like Israel, the church is comprised of a particular people 

blessed by God in order to be channels of blessing to the 
entire world. 
 
The church is called to be salt, light, and the city set on a 
hill—a light to the world—a light to the nations. 
 
William Temple said, “The church is the only cooperative 
society in the world that exists for the benefit of its non-
members.” 
  

2. This commission is given to the entire church.   
 
Each and every member of the Body of Christ is to be 
involved in God’s mission. 
 

3. Hence David Bryant writes that a “world Christian” is, 
“what all of us are meant to be.” 
 

xii. <PPT> Consider the ultimate end 
1. God will build his church 

 
2. <PPT> Matt. 16:18, “I will build my church, and the gates 

of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 

3. <PPT> Rev. 7:9: 9 After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, 
 

4. <PPT> “The Last Supper with the Twelve Tribes” 
 

xiii. Summary of Scripture and us as it relates to missions 
1. The church is a product of mission. 

 
God’s mission to reconcile man to himself started way back 



with the Abrahamic covenant which lead to Israel which 
ultimately led to the formation of the church. 
 
IOW: The church comes out of God’s mission which is 
demonstrated and brought to fruition through Abraham and 
Israel. 
 
The church itself owes its existence to missions. 
 

2. In turn, the church is to continue that mission by exalting 
the name of the Lord among the nations. 
 

3. Finally, the church can be confident that God will establish 
this multi-ethnic reality given the ultimate end revealed in 
the book of Revelation! 
 

4. Therefore, there is a Biblical mandate for missions—to 
bring all peoples to worship and exalt the name of God. 
 

xiv. So given the overwhelming, urgent and clear missional tone of 
Scripture, we would expect the church to be on top of this, right? 
 

xv. Sadly, somehow the church has lost sight of this because there is a 
tremendous need for missions. 
 

c. <PPT> Need for missions4 
i. <PPT> World’s Religions (mid-2003) 

1. Total Pop.: 6,278,519,000 
2. Christians: 2,076,629,000 
3. Muslim: 1,265,230,000 
4. Hindus: 849,439,000 
5. Nonreligious: 786,831,000 
6. Buddhists: 371,375,000 
7. Atheists: 151,162,000 
8. Jews: 14,789,000 
9. Other: 763,064,000 
10. (cf. Status of Global Mission) 
 
But let’s simplify it into three worlds. 
 

ii. World’s Religions  
1. Define World A, B, C 

a. <PPT> World A: Unevangelized: those who are 
non-Christians and have never heard of the Gospel 
 

b. <PPT> World B: Evangelized non-Christians: those 
who have heard of the Gospel, but have not become 
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disciples of Christ  
 

c. <PPT> World C: Christians  
 

d. <PPTs> Guess how many in each: 
i. World A: 1,629,375,000 (again, these 

people have never heard of the Gospel) 
 

ii. World B: 2,400,000,000 
 

iii. World C: 2,000,000,000 
 

iv. <Have 10 people demonstrate; remember—
we’ll use you later> 
 

e. <PPT> When we it comes to naming countries 
according to this three-part paradigm, countries are 
assigned a category according to the majority of 
their constituents.  
 

2. Notice most of World A is in the 10/40 Window (10 to 40 
degrees north of the equator) 

a. Most of the world’s unreached peoples. 
b. Two-thirds of the world’s population, although only 

one-third of the earth’s land area 
c. The heart of the Islamic, Hindu and Buddhist 

religions. 
d. Eight out of ten of the poorest of the world’s poor 

enduring the world’s lowest quality of living. 
e. Only 8% of the world’s missionary force and 0.01% 

of the world’s Christians. 
 

iii. <PPT> Resources: Where are resources directed? 
1. <PPT> Christian literature 

a. World A: 0.1% 
b. World B: 8.9% 
c. World C: 91% (do you see the trend) 

 
2. <PPT> Full-time Christian Workers 

a. 5.52 full-time Christian workers in the world 
b. World A: 20,500 
c. World B: 1,310,000 
d. World C: 4,190,000 (again the majority of Christian 

work is being among Christians) 
 

3. <PPT> Foreign missionaries (have 10 “missionaries” 
demonstrate) 

a. World A: 4% (0.5 person) 
b. World B: 16% (1.5 persons) 



c. World C: 80% (~most missionaries are sent to other 
Christian countries) (8 persons) 

d. <PPT> <Global Diagram 62>: Considering 
different principles 
 

4. <PPT> Global Income 
a. World A: 12.1% (remember 80% of the world’s 

poor enduring the world’s lowest quality of living) 
b. World B: 35.3% 
c. World C: 52.6% 

 
d. But yet … 

 
5. <PPT> Christian Money 

a. 99.9% to World C 
b. 0.09 to World B 
c. 0.01% to World A 

 
6. Summary: Most of our resources are going to ourselves. 

 
d. <PPT> Why missions? (review) 

i. Biblical mandate 
 

ii. Tremendous need 
 

iii. God is at work (future date) 
 

e. God is at work 
i. Growth of World’s Religions 

 
ii. Most happening outside of the USA 

1. <stories> 
 
 

V. <PPT> Why study world religions? 
a. <PPT> John G. Stackhouse, Jr. in the introduction to "No Other Gods 

before Me?: Evangelicals and the Challenge of World Religions" writes, 
"[The study of world religions] is crucial apologetically and 
evangelistically….We must know what to think of our neighbors' religions 
if we are to represent the gospel helpfully to them. It is crucial also in 
broader missional terms. We must know what to think of our neighbors' 
religions if we are to love and serve them best in Christ's name."5 
 

b. IOW, if want to be world Christians; that is, Christians who care about 
missions in light of the Biblical mandate and the tremendous need, one of 
the first loving and strategic steps we can take is to learn about world 
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religions. 
 

c. That is why we are offering this course; that will be our aim.   
 

d. <Pray> 
 

VI. <PPT> <Break> 
 

VII. <PPT> Class overview 
a. <Review syllabus> 

 
b. <PPTs> Tentative format of classes 

i. Week 1 
1. History 
2. Doctrine 
3. Practice 

 
ii. Week 2 

1. Divergence/Convergence (define) 
2. Q & A 

 
VIII. <PPTs> Class Preparation 

a. Pay for your book <Chart sign-up> 
 

b. Read book  
i. Through four-fold lens 

ii. Two-weeks to read it 
 

c. Jot questions 
 

d. Final exam <cf. syllabus> 
 

e. One more thing: Refreshments 
i. <cf. syllabus> 

ii. <Sign-up sheet> 
 

 


