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-Handout slips of paper to be read by student interspersed by singing songs 
 
Review through music, but first define terms: 

• Pietism (e.g. Moravians): Movement of 18th century Christians who emphasized 
experiencing God’s presence through intense, personal prayer and Bible study. 
 

• Deism: Belief and philosophy that one divine being had created the universe and 
natural laws, but He no longer intervened.  Therefore, revelation or miracles are 
not legitimate.  God mad a perfect clock, wound it up, and then left. 
 

• See if you can hear both pietism (emphasizing a real and living relationship with 
God) and deism (God it “out there” but not actively involved in our lives”) in the 
following narrative. 

 
1. Before the 1700s most Christians sang only psalms, like “Lift Up Your Heads,” 

(147) a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7-10. 
 

2. In the 1700s Pietists, like the Moravians, wrote songs that focused on their 
relationship with Jesus.  Nikolaus Zinzendor, a Pietist, wrote “Christian Hearts, 
in Love United” (Sheet) and “Jesus, Lead the Way.” 
 

3. Through the Moravians, God drew John and Charles Wesley to Christ.  “And 
Can It Be” (178) captures the heart of the Wesley’s faith. 
 

4. For a few years, George Whitefield and the Wesleys split over predestination.  
Had they not reunited, you might never have sung, “Hark!  The Heard Angels 
Sing.” (98) Charles Wesley wrote the song.  But you sing Whitefield’s altered 
version.  
 

5. Isaac Watts was another Pietist hymn-writer.  Isaac Watts wrote “I’ll Praise My 
Maker.” (Sheet)  Around 1737 John Wesley modified Watt’s original words. 
 

6. Deism focused people on God’s creation.  In “I Sing the Mighty Power of God,” 
(30) Watts praised God as Creator. 
 

7. Unlike Deists, Watts and other Pietists went beyond praise God as the Creator.  In 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” (122) Watts worshiped Christ a s his 
Redeemer and God. 
 

8. John Wesley and other Great Awakening preachers spoke against slavery.  In 
1764 a slave trader named John Newton became a Christian.  He rejected his old 
ways and wrote “Amazing Grace.” (185) 

 



I. <PPT> Science and Faith 
a. Listen to the story of the relationship between science, thinking and the 

Christian faith from the Reformation to the Enlightenment.   
 
We will try to understand how the Reformation, which had a very high view 
of God, ultimately and ironically set into play events which would culminate 
in the Enlightenment, which had a very low view of God. 
 

b. Reformation and the Scientific Revolution 
i. <PPT> In the Reformation (which is usually attributed to starting 

when Martin Luther posts his 95 theses disagreeing with the RCC on 
Oct. 31, 1517 in Wittenberg, Germany), the theological authority of 
the RCC was challenged. 
 

1. But the theological authority of the RCC was not the only 
area challenged around that time. 
 
<PPT> Other thinkers of that time challenged the RCC 
scientific view of the world—which held that the earth was at 
the center of the universe—as well. 
 

2. So at the beginning of the 17th century all these new scientific 
questions are being raised by men like Francis Bacon, 
Galileo Galilei, and Isaac Newton. 
 

3. This time period would be known for its scientific revolution. 
 

4. The conclusion of the scientific revolution showed that the 
universe had order and rationality as well as laws governing 
its physical actions.   
 

5. <PPT> Increasingly the 17th century viewed the universe as a 
machine operating according to physical laws that could be 
discovered and understood by reason and expressed 
mathematically. 
 

ii. <PPT> And just as such questions were being posed to science, 
similar questions were being posed to thinking itself.   

1. Thinkers such as Voltaire, Jean Jacques Rousseau, Denis 
Diderot, and David Hume are considered principle thinkers 
<PPT> of the Enlightenment, an intellectual movement that 
focused on human reason, words, science, natural law, and 
the created order. 
 

iii. <PPT> All of this begs the question: what is the role of God?   



1. If we can discover and understand all things through human 
reason, why do we need the Bible?  Cannot humans figure 
out all things on their own? 
 

2. <PPT> This lead to a new view of God called “deism”: 
Belief and philosophy that one divine being had created the 
universe and natural laws, but He no longer intervened.  
Therefore, revelation or miracles are not legitimate.  God 
mad a perfect clock, wound it up, and then left. 
 

c. So that is what is going on in the world in terms of thought in the 17th and 
18th centuries. 
 

II. <PPT> Revival 
a. But at the same time that God is being “shelved” by part of the world, there 

is a revival happening among parts of the church. 
 

b. In the 17th century, Protestantism had become cold, impersonal, and even 
stifling for some.  Reform was needed in this reformation movement. 

i. <PPT> Jacob Spencer’s booklet, Pious Desires, began pietism as it 
urged Christians to <PPT> pursue a personal relationship with 
Christ through intense mediation on the Scriptures. 
 

1. Further, Pietism believed 
a. <PPT> That Christians should meet in small house 

meetings to gain a better understanding of the Bible. 
 

b. <PPT> Laity, and not only professional ministers, 
should be allowed to exercise their spiritual 
priesthood. 
 

c. <PPT> In practical spirituality and personal holiness. 
 

2. <PPT> Count Nikolaus Zinzendorf was a Pietist and deeply 
influenced the Moravians, Protestants from Bohemia (Czeck 
Republic). 

a. The Moravians are known for their 24-hour / 100 year 
prayer meeting. 
 

b. In addition, the Moravians also influenced another 
key figure in 17th-century Protestant revival. 
 

ii. <PPT> John Wesley was part of the Church of England (history?) 
when he came into Moravian Pietists which sparked a passion for 
ministry and evangelism.   



1. His brother Charles wrote ~6500 hymns. 
 

2. Eventually the Methodists (as they became known) would 
split from the Church of England. 
 

3. Methodist George Whitefield would be known for the Great 
Awakening in the colonies of America where many people 
came to Christ. 


